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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP  THE  LYMM 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

o _ o _ c  a  o  M  o  M  a  M  a  mmm 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district 
during  1954. 

The  death  rate  which  it  will  he  seen  is  the 
highest  since  1945  was  offset  hy  an  increase  in  the 
hirth  rate,  which  resulted  in  a  small  natural  increase 
in  the  population.  The  Registrar  General  shov/s  an 
estimated  increase  at  mid  1954  of  130  in  the  population 
this  Being  due  to  the  development  of  the  district. 

Once  more  the  main  diseases  responsible  for  death  have 
been  Cancer  and  Heart  Diseases. 

There  were  59  oases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  which  included  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  which  fortunately  was 
not  severe  in  character. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  Services  have  functioned 
satisfactorily,  the  public  taking  advantage  of  services 
provided  which  affords  satisfaction. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  colleagues  on  the  staff 
of’  the  Council  who  have  rendered,  me  invaluable  assistance 
throughout  the  year,  and  finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
. like  to  thank  you,  the  ’Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  and  Sewage 
Farms  Committee,  and  all  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
your  interest  and  help  in  the  work  of  the  department, 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A. TELFORD  BURN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  ...  .  . . . .  ...  4?  242  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General  estimate  mid  1954)  6,500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,144 

Size  of  household  (average  number  of  persons 

per  house) . ...  ...  ...  ...  3*03 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District. . .  ......  ...  £39 >141 

Value  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  .  £154 


Lymm  is  a  pleasant  residential  and  agricultural 
district  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  about  4  miles  east  of  Warrington.  The  only  heavy 
industries  are  concrete  works  and  salt  works,  and  consequently 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  outside  the 
district,  namely  in  Warrington  or  Altrincham. 

Because  of  the  agricultural  nature  of  the  district 
there  are  plenty  of  ox^en  spaces,  including  two  which  are 
open  to  the  public,  namely  the  Ridgway/ Grundy  Memorial  grounds, 
which  were  bequethed  to  the  Council,  and  the  Dam.  This 
latter  is  a  large  expanse  of  water,  well  stocked  with  fish 
and  surrounded  by  pleasant  walks,  which  are  an  attraction 
to  people  from  surrounding  areas  as  well  as  from  the  district 
itself.  Unfortunately  vandalism  and  litter  tend  to  spoil 
this  otherwise  delightful  area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births 


Live  births 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  • . . 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

Total  . . .  ... 

Still  Births  (All  legitimate) 

Live  Birth'  rate  per  1,000  populat 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Males  Females  Total 

51  46  97 

1  6  7 

52  52  104 

5  1  6 

ion  (crude)  ...  16.0 

(corrected)  ..  15*7 


15.2 


Deaths 


Males  51  Females  48  Total  99 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  ...  15.23 

corrected)  13.86 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales .  11.3 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  yr.)  -3 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  associated 

live  births) . .  .  28.0 
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There  have  "been  twenty  more  hirths  than  last 
year,  and  as  a  result  the  birth  rate  has  risen  above  the 
national  average,  which  showed  a  slight  fall.  The 
corrected  birth  rate  shown  in  the  table  is  included  for 
accurate  comparison  with  the  national  rate,  as  it  allows 
for  the  proportion  of  women  of  child-bearing  age  in  the 
community  as  compared  with  the  average  proportion  of 
such  women  in  the  whole  country. 

There  was  a  marked  rise  in  the  number  of  still  births 
which  occurred  during  the  year,  and  three  children  died 
before  reaching  their,  first  birthday;  in  fact  two  of  these 
three  children  died  almost  immediately  after  birth,  and 
the  third  within  a  few  days*  All  three  were  premature 
births  and  none  of  the  deaths  were  preventable  in  the 
present  state  of  medical  knowledge.  A  great  deal  of 
research  is  being  aimed  at  finding  out  the  causes  of  this 
wastage  of  infant  life  which  occurs  just  before  or  just 
after  birth,  especially  as  to  the  causes  of  prematurity, 
but  until  it  is  successful  there  is  little  that  can  be 
done  to  reduce  infantile  mortality,  as  few  infant  deaths 
are  due  to  causes  arising  after  birth* 

Fifteen  more  deaths  occurred  during  1954*  than 
during  the  previous  year,  and  as  a  result  the  death  rate 
is  the  highest  since  1945*  This  is  in  part  due  to  the 
high  proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  district,  and  to 
show  the  effect  of  this,  I  have  also  included  a  corrected 
death  rate  for  more  accurate  comparison  with  the  national 
rate.  Even  so  the  rate  is  well  above  the  average. 

I  have  prepared  a  table  to  show  the  ages  at  death, 
and  the  cause  of  death  from  which  it  will  be  seen, that 
one  third  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  the  age  group  75  plus. 


BIRTH  RATES.  DEATH  RATES  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

for  the  past  10  years  in  Lymm  U.D. 


1945 

1 946  - 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Birth 

Rates 

1  6.1 

17.6 

21.3 

17.8 

16.05 

12.71 

16.2 

13.5 

13.2 

16.0 

Death 

Rates 

15.4 

11.7 

13.5 

11.0 

12.15 

13.2 

13.4 

10.5 

13.2 

15.2 

Inf. 

Mort. 

Rates 

64.5 

• 

94.4 

6l  .0 

61 .9 

9.9 

49.0  . 

29.0 

11.5 

11.9 

28.0 
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CAUSE  OP  DEATH 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  were  59  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  of  which  51  were  Scarlet  Fever,  5  Tuberculosis 
and  3  Food  Poisoning. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

i 

There  were  five  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  period  all  of  which  were  pulmonary.  Forty 
persons  remained  on  the  register  of  Tuberculosis  patients 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  compared  with  thirty-five  a  year 
ago,  of  these  thirty-three  were  respiratory  cases  and  seven 
non- r e  sp i r a  to  ry . 

HOUSING 

The  Council  during  the  year  completed-  the  28  flats 
referred  to  in  my  previous  report,  each  containing  two 
bedrooms  which  appears  to  offer  the  best  solution  to  the 
housing  needs,  as  it  will  be  seen  from  the  general  statistics 
that  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  throughout  the 
district  is  only  3.03* 

Private  enterprise  during  the  year  completed  53  houses. 

The  older  properties  in  the  area  during  the  year  gave 
some  concern  owing  to  neglect  by  the  owrners. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 

’ These  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council, 
and  are  enumerated  and  described  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the 
Warrington  General  Hospital  and  the  Altrincham  General 
Hospital,  while  a  few  special  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Manchester  Hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  are  mostly  accommodated  at  the 
Warrington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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LABORATORY  SERVICES. 


These  are  provided  at  the  Regional  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester.  A  collection 
service  is  available,  specimens  being  left  at  the  Council 
Offices,  whence  they  are  taken  to  Altrincham  and  picked 
up  by  the  Laboratory  each  afternoon. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Waterworks  which  is  in  the  ownership  of  the 
Council  continues  to  give  a  steady  aiid  abundant  supply  of 
water  which  is  of  a  hard  nature  containing  approximately 
34  degrees  of  hardness,  made  up  by  18  degrees  of  temporary 
hardness  and  1 6  degrees  of  permanent  hardness. 

The  water  was  sampled  from  the  pumps  at  regular 
intervals  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
During  the  year  four  samples  were  returned  showing  evidence 
.of  pollution.  This  water  was  immediately  taken  out  of 
supply  until  a  satisfactory  sample  was  obtained  from  the 
pump,  when  it  was  once  more  put  into  supply. 

Chlorination  is  continued  to  all  water  as  it  leaves 
the  pumps  and  before  entering  service. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  work  of  keeping  the  conveniences  in  a  clean 
condition  is  not  made  easy  owing  to  certain  irresponsible 
members  of  the  public  who  ill-use  the  service  provided  to 
the  detriment  .of  the  building  and  the  disadvantage  of  sub¬ 
sequent  users. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

Following  upon  housing  inspections  and  complaints 
received  in  the  office,  notices  were  served  for  work  to  be 
done  to  remedy  existing  defects.  The  work  was  completed 
in  all  cases,  but  unfortunately  many  owners  still  await 
the  service  of  a  notice  rather  than  carry  out  the  repair 
as  it  becomes  necessary  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of 
repairs,  and  the  small  financial  return  from  the  property. 
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SCHOOLS 


There  has  been  little  improvement  in  the  conditions 
appertaining  in  the  schools  within  the  Urban  Area,  hut  it 
is  hoped  that  a  definite  improvement  will  result  from  the 
building  programme,  which  it  is  understood  will  take  place 
in  the  near  future, 

POOD  HYGIENE, 

There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  over  the  years 
in  this  respect,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

The  public  themselves  fiave  been  responsible  for  much  of 
the  improvement,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  becoming 
hygiene  conscious,  but  unfortunately  a  large  section  of 
the  community  is  still  prepared  to  accept  mal-practices 
without  complaint. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Private  dwellings  are  given  free  service  for  the 
erradication  of  rats  and  mice,  whilst  business  premises  are 
charged  cost  of  labour  and  materials,  with  a  small  charge 
added  for  overhead  expenses.  The  refuse  tip  and  sewage 
farms  in  the  ownership  of  the  Council  are  periodically 
inspected  and  treated  if  found  to  be  necessary.  The 
sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year,  the  results 
showing  that  there  is  no  increase  whatsoever  in  the  rodents 
in  the  sewers. 

ICE-CREAM. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
registrations  of  premises  within  the  Urban  Area  for  the 
sale  of  Ice-cream.  The  figure  remaining  at  "18  of  which 
sell  wrapped  ice-cream  bought  from  reputable  firms  which 
results  in  a  safer  commodity  being  handled  more  quickly  and 
attractively. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  irrigation  method  of  sewage  farm  is  used  at 
Statham  and  Sow  Brook  and  a  small  mechanical  plant  at  Massey 
Brook,  Owing  to  a  steady  increase  in  sewage  flow  due  to 
expansion  of  the  district  and  shortage  of  labour,  the  works 
are  overloaded.  This  has  resulted  in  unsatisfactory  reports 
from  time  to  time,  but  everything  possible  is  done  to  avoid 
any  cause  for  complaint. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  . 


The  whole  of  the  area  other  than  isolated  houses 
are  on  water  carriage  system,  there  only  remaining  37  houses 
where  pail  closets  are  in  use,  the  hulk  of  which  are  emptied 
"by  the  refuse  department.  In  some  instances  the  house¬ 
holders  themselves  dispose  of  the  contents  of  the  pails, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


This  service  is  carried  out  hy  the  Surveyor’s 
department.  The  hulk  of  the  refuse  is  carried  to  and 
dealt  with  by  tipping  on  the  land  bequethed  to  the  Council 
known  as  the  Ridgway/Grundy  Memorial  Park, 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

On  the  4th  July,  1954?  the  control  of  slaughter 
and  sale  of  meat  was  abolished  and  passed  once  more  into 
the  hands  of  the  private  trader.  Applications  were 
received  for  the  licence  of  three  slaughter  houses  in  the 
area,  which  after  examination  and  improvements  were  approved. 
From  that  date  steady  slaughtering  continued,  unfortunately 
most  of  which  took  place  in  the  evenings  and  weekends,  but 
all  of  whi ch  was  inspected.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  were  as  under:- 

Beasts  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

141  29  1,257  43 


Upon  examination  of  the  above  it  was  found  necessary 
to  detain  the  following  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Beasts’  Lungs  ...  ... 

Beasts’  Liver  ...  ... 

Beasts’  Spleen  ..  ... 

Beasts  Stomach  . .  , » . 

Beasts  Mesentry  .  . . . 

Brisket  ,o.  ...  oo» 

Part  Beasts’  Liver  ... 
Beasts’  Hind  Quarter  . 
Beasts*  Diaphragm  ... 

Beasts’  Heart  . . 

Beasts’  Head  ...  . . . 

Beasts  Carcase  . .  . . . 

Sheep  Carcase  ...  . . . 

Sheep’s  Liver  . .  ... 

pigs  Leg  ...  ,.o  ... 

Pigs ’  Head  .  ...  . . . 

Pigs  Pluck  .  ...  . . . 

Part  Sheep’s  Liver  ... 


C  <5  • 
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14 

17 
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1 

1 

49 
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2 

1 

17 
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The  detained  meat  and  offal  was  collected  and 
disposed  of  for  conversion  to  fertiliser, 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Upon  examination  the  following  food  stuffs  were 
found  to  he  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  voluntarily 
surrendered; - 


Veal  o  o  o  «  o • 

o  o  o 

•  CO 

o  o  o 

12 

lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  ' 

coo 

O  C  0 

O  O  0 

10 

tins 

Boiled  Ham  . . 

•  o  • 

0  ©  o 

9  0  9 

26 

lbs. 

Corned  Beef  . 

e  o  o 

0  9  0 

0  0  9 

6 

tins 

Ox  Tongue  . . , 

coo 

o  o  © 

•  O  0 

2 

it 

Fruit  o ,  ... 

o  o  o 

o  ©  o 

•  o  • 

150 

it 

Soup  . o  ©  o  o  • 

o  o  e 

0  0  c 

•  o  o 

30 

ii 

Tomatoes 

•  o  o 

•  0  0 

9  0  0 

2 

ii 

Strained  Foods 

o  c  o 

t  ©  • 

9  0  0 

27 

it 

Beans  . .  .  , , 

o  o  o 

O  0  0 

9  0  0 

1 

tin 

P  eaS  eeo  o  o  c 

coo 

0  0  o 

9  0  0 

8 

tins 

Milk  o  o  o  ... 

O  0  o 

o  •  © 

0  9  9 

32 

ii 

Pickles  .... 

•  o  o 

o  o  o 

9  0  0 

2 

jars 

Stewed  Steak 

o  e  • 

O  0  o 

9  0  O’ 

1 

tin 

Cheese  ,  ... 

0  O  0 

•  09 

9  9  0 

63 

lbs . 

Cooking  Fat 

0  o  0 

0  0  o 

O  0  o 

28 

li 

ii 

Liver . 

•  0  0 

0  0  9 

9  0  9 

i» 

J  am  .oo  o.o 

o  o  o 

0  c  o 

e  o  o 

3 

jars 

Tinned  Fish  . 

0*0 

9  0  0 

O  0  c 

3 

tins 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard  (Chief  Inspector 
Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council),  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  District 
during  1954;  I  think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory.  It 
is  as  follows:- 

No.  Not  up  to  standard. 


Bread  -  Hovis  1 
Boric  Acid  Ointment  1 
Custard  Powders  1 
Cheese  1 
Crab  dressed  1 
Epsom  Salts  1 
Flour  S.R.  1 
Jam  1 
Milks  10 
Meat  Paste  1 
Soda  Mint  Tablets  B.P,  1 
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Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  AND  BUILDING 

INSPECTORS  VISITS  '  “ 


c  C  0 


o  ©  • 


Water  Supply  © . ®  . © 0  •  .  . 

Drai  na  g  e  <> »  o » o  o  <>  •  ©  ©  ® 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Bake-houses  ®  0 •  ®  ® .  . ® . 

Factories  . . .  . ® .  • ® . 

Refuse  Collection  . . .  . ® . 

Places  of  Entertainment  .  . ■ ®  • • .  . . . 

Refuse  Disposal  ®c®  ®  ®  ®  ooo  ©  o  ©  oo® 

Ra  t  s  and  Mi ce  ©o  ®  ®  o  o&o  ®  ©  ©  ®o®  oo® 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  of  the  County  Health 
Services  provided  during  1954  in  the  Sale  and  Lymm  Division. 

The  most  important  points  in  the  report  to  which  I  would  draw  your 
attention  are  two  new  services  which  have  "been  instituted  during  the  year. 

These  are  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  and  the  provision  of  B.  C,  C. 
vaccination  for  school  children  to  increase  their  resistance  to  tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  June  the  Ministry  of  Pood  transferred  the  distribution  of 
National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  Tablets  to  Local 
Health  Authorities  at  very  short  notice.  Arrangements  had  to  be  made  to  take 
over  existing  stocks  from  the  Pood  Offices  in  the  Division  and  the  complicated 
accounting  methods  used  to  ensure  that  no  abuse  occurred.  The  extra  work 
involved  necessitated  the  employment  of  an  additional  clerical  assistant,  but 
once  the  initial  difficulties  were  overcome  it  was  possible  to  devote  part 
of  her  time  to  other  work  so  that  redeployment  of  the  staff  was  possible 
to  cope  with  the  work  involved  in  B.  C.  G,  vaccination.  Distribution  at 
many  of  the  outlying  centres  is  being  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Y/.  V.  S. 
to  whom  we  are  very  grateful.  The  magnitude  of  this  work  will  be  realised 
when  it  is  known  that  over  1,350  articles  are  issued  each  week  to  a  total 
value  of  £3 6  which  has  to  be  accounted  for  in  stamps  attached  to  the  coupons. 

The  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  school  children  aged  13  years  with 
B.  C,  G.  vaccine  began  in  September  and  involved  a  great  deal  of  clerical 
work  in  obtaining  parents  consent,  notifying  doctors  ;md  parents  of  the 
results  of  vaccination  and  recording  statistics,  besides  four  or  five 
visits  to  the  school  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and  three  injections 
for  each  child  protected.  However,  now  that  the  routine  has  been  established 
the  whole  scheme  is  working  very  smoothly,  and  the  co-operation  of  both 
head  teachers  and  parents  is  very  good, 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  all  my  colleagues  in  the  health  service,  Health 
Visitors,  Home  Nurses  and  Domestic  Helps  as  well  as  to  the  staff  of  the 
Divisional  Office  for  the  assistance  and  advice  they  give  to  all  who  take 
advantage  of  the  services  provided,  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  also 
to  the  Voluntary  Workers  who  give  so  freely  of  their  time  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

Finally  I  would  like  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  all  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  your  advice  and  helpful  co-operation  whi ch  has  been  invaluable 
to  me, 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  TELFORD  BURN. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
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REPORT  ON  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES  IN  THE  DIVISION 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


(a)  Mothers*  Clinics 

Facilities  for  mothers*  clinics  are  provided  only  at  the 
Chapel  Road  Centre,  Sale,  where  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics 
are  held  three  times  a  month.  These  have  been  under  the  supervision 
of  Dr,  B.  Jones,  but  she  has  joined  the  full  time  staff  of  the  County 
Health  Department  in  another  part  of  Cheshire,  and  has  been 
replaced  by  Dr,  KacMichael. 

In  addition  relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  have  been 
held  under  the  direction  of  Mrs  J,  Lomas,  C.  S,  P,  ,  who  unfortunately 
is  removing  from  the  district,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  classes  will 
be  continued  under  another  physiotherapist.  These  classes' are  of 
great  value  to  expectant  mothers,  and  help  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
complications  arising  during  childbirth  which  may  cause  permanent 
damage  to  the  brain  of  the  child. 

Attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  have  shown  a  considerable 
increase  as  compared  with  lad  year.  This  is  in  part  associated  with 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  tendency  for  hospitals  to  accept  mainly 
mothers  expecting  their  first  child,  or  where  some  need  for  special 
care  is  foreseen,  and  this  should  result  in  a  rise  in  the  proportion 
of  domiciliary  confinements.  It  is  expected  that  Sale  &  Brooklands 
War  Memorial  Hospital  will  soon  become  a  training  centre  for  midwives 
and,  since  some  of  this  training  must  be  in  domiciliary  midwifery,  it 
can  be  expected  that  there  will  be  a  further  rise  in  such  cases. 


Full  opportunity  is  taken  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  to  practise 
health  education  of  the  expectant  mother  in  the  processes  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth,  and  the  care  of  young  infants. 


Unfortunately  it  is  still  proving  very  difficult  to  persuade 
mothers  to  attend  after  the  birth  of  their  children  for  post-natal 
examinations  which  are  so  desirable  to  ensure  that  there  has  been  a 
complete  recovery  after  delivery. 


Ante -natal 
Post-natal 
Dental  -  prenatal 

-  nursing  mothers 


New  Cases  Total  attendances 


81 

17 

5 

1 


280 

Ml 

14 

1 


(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  provision  of  child  welfare  centres 
in  the  division  during  the  year,  although  plans  have  been  prepared 
for  a  new  lay  out  for  the  Headway  Centre  a.t  Sale,  and  preparations 
made  for  the  opening  of  a  centre  at  Brooks*  Institute,  Ashton-on- 
Mersey,  At  present  three  centres  are  provided  in  Sale,  at  Chapel 
Road,  Norris  Road  and  Raglan  Road,  and  one  in  Lymm  at  Eagle  Brow, 

The  clinics  at  Chapel  Road,  Sale,  have  been  conducted  by 
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Drs  Rowley,  She  1  swell  and  Burton  and  that  at  Lymm.  by  Dr.  Lughes.  The 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  was  responsible  for  the  Raglan  Road  clinic 
and  the  Norris  Road  clinic  until  September  when  it  was  taken  over 
by  Dr.  English,  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  medical  officers  at  the  various  clinics  are  most  ably  supported 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  see  each  child  and  advise  the  mothers  on  all 
aspects  of  the  upbringing  of  young  children.  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  they  do  in  the  centres,  the  success 
of  which  depends  in  so  large  a  measure  on  the  nursing  staff. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  ladies  of  the  Volunt aery  Committees  who 
render  such  invaluable  service  at  the  clinics  by  talcing  on  the  clerical 
work  and  the  weighing  of  the-  infants.  Their  assistance  is  essential  to  the 
running  of  the  clinics,  as  it  releases  the  Health  Visitors  for  their  main 
duty  of  advising  the  mothers,  and  frees  them  from  much  administrative  work. 
These  ladies  also  undertake  the  sale  of  proprietary  welfare  foods  at  the 
Chapel  Road  and  Lymr.i  clinics. 


New  Cases 

Doctors ’ 

■  Consultations 

Total 

Attendances 

Sale  -  Chapel  Road 

318 

1572 

5307 

Sale  Moor 

149 

664 

1894 

Raglan  Road 

80 

381 

1407 

Lymm 

87 

598 

2374 

Totals 

>  634 

3215 

10982 

Specialist  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  -  Sale 

35 

76 

-  Lymm 

17 

34 

Dental  (under  5  years) 

41 

47 

E.  N.  T.  (under  5  years) 

1 

1 

Sale  of  Proprietary  elf  are 

Poods  (Sale  Moor  and  Raglan  Road  Centres) 

Stocks  bought 

£317.  11. 

8. 

Total  sales 

£344.  7. 

3. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Ministry  of  Food  V/elfare  Poods 

During  the  year  the  Welfare  Poods  section  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  was 
closed  down  at  comparatively  short  notice  about  the  end  of  June,  and  the 
responsibility  for  the  distribution  of  National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice, 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  tablets  passed  to  Local  Health  Authorities.  In 
Cheshire  the  handling  of  these  items  was  passed  to  Divisional  Committees, 
and  distribution  points  have  been  set  up  at  the  Divisional  Office,  and  the 
Child  Y/elfare  Centres  at  Norris  Road  and  Raglan  Rood  at  Sale,  and  at  Lymm. 

An  additional  point  was  set  up  at  the  Lymm  Urban  District  Council  Offices  to 
replace  the  one  previously  operated  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour  office  in 
Lymm,  The  extra  administrative  work  involved  was  considerable  and  .an 
additional  member  v/as  added  to  the  Divisional  Office  staff  for  this  work. 
After  the  initial  stages  it  was  found  possible  to  manage  with  half-time 
assistance  for  this  purpose.  The  distribution  points  at  the  .elf are  Centres 
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are  staffed  by  members  of  the  W.V.  S.  ,  and  the  staff  of  Lymm  Urban  District 
Council  deal  with  the  distribution  from  their  offices  on  an  agency  basis. 
The  extent  of  the  demand  for  these  official  Welfare  Poods  is  shown  by  the 
issues  made  in  the  six  months  ending  ,31st  December,  1954,  viz 


National  Dried  IE  Ik 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  Tablets 
Orange  Juice 


10,632  tins 
3,029  bottles 
1,212  packets 
20,411  bottles 


Total  Items  35,284  articles 

Cash  and  stamps  received  £886,  13,  Oprd. 


(d)  Day  Nursery 

The  only  Day  Nursery  in  the  Division  is  situated  in  Harley  Road,  Sale. 
To  ensure  that  this  is  run  at  the  most  economical  figure  the  number  of 
children  on  the  register  has  been  reduced  so  as  to  have  about  30  children 
in  attendance.  Charges  have  been  graded  from  two  to  four  shillings  per 
day  according  to  the  class  of  priority,  although  the  cost  per  place  is 
much  in  advance  of  this.  There  is  a  waiting  list  for  non-priority 
cases,  but  all  priority  cases  are  granted  immediate  admission,  even 
though  this  does  increase  the  number  on  the  register  over  the  permitted 
maximum.  This  is  possible  because  the  nursery  was  originally  a  50  place 
nursery,  and  there  is,  therefore,  no  problem  of  overcrowding. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to  have  two  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease.  In  May  several  children  developed  mumps,  but 
not  sufficient  to  justify  closing  the  nursery.  Towards  the  end  of  June 
an  outbreak  of  dysentery  occurred  and  affected  nearly  all  the  children  and 
some  of  the  staff.  Bacteriological  examinations  disclosed  several 
symptomless  carriers  all  of  whom  were  excluded  until  completely  clear, 
and  no  cases  were  re-admitted  until  they  were  proved  bacteriologically 
to  be  free  from  infection.  The  source  of  infection  was  never  determined, 
but  an  extensive  outbreak  was  in  progress  both  in  the  Borough  and  in 
surrounding  districts. 


Number  on  register  1st  January,  1954  ~  37 
Admitted  during  the  year  -  50 
Left  during  the  year  -  52 
Number  on  register  31st  December,  1954  ~  35 

Average  daily  attendance  -  26 


16  children  were  in  the  nursery  through  the  period. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICES 

The  midwifery  services  in  the  Division  are  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  is  only  responsible 
for  accommodation  for  midwives,  owned  or  leased  by  the  County  Council,  and  for 
the  care  of  County  owned  cars  provided  for  them.  There  are  two  midwives  in  Sale 
and  one  in  Lymm,  but  the  fact  that  it  is  more  preferable  to  have  a  confinement 
in  hospital,  besides  being  cheaper  for  the  individual,  means  that  there  are 
few  domiciliary  births,  and  as  a  result,  only  a  small  call  on  the  service. 

As  mentioned  in  the  section  on  mothers*  clinics  it  is  likely  that  there 
will  be  some  extension  of  this  service  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  midwifery 
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training  school  is  being  set  up  in  Sale, 


Sale 


Cases  attended 

As  Midwife  (i.  e.  in  sole  charge) 

As  Maternity  Nurse  (i. e.  under  the  supervision 
of  a  medical  practitioner) 

Totals 


25 


Lymrn 

18 


76  JL 

101  19 


HEALTH  VISITING- 

There  are  five  Health  Visitors  in  the  Division,  four  at  Sale  and  one 
at  Lymrn,  based  on  the  main  welfare  centres,  and  under  the  direct  control 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  but  cooperating  fully  with  the  Divisional 
staff. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  the  members  of  the  health  services  who  come 
most  closely  in  contact  with  the  public  in  health  as  well  as  in  sickness. 

They  are  the  advisers  on  health  matters  of  all  members  of  the  family  in  their 
own  homes  and  in  the  clinics.  While  most  of  their  work  is  in  connection 
with  child  health,  they  visit  also  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  aged 
sick,  and  those  recently  discharged  from  hospital  who  may  need  further 
assistance  from  the  Divisional  services,  such  as  home  help,  to  assist  in  their 
recovery. 

The  value  of  their  work  is  shown  in  the  high  vaccination  and  immunisation 
rates,  and  in  the  good  standard  of  health  of  our  young  children. 

HOME  NURSING- 

There  are  three  home  nurses  in  Sale  and  one  in  Lymrn  whose  services  are 
available  at  the  request  of  general  practitioners.  They  come  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  but  the  care  of  County 
owned  houses  occupied  by  them,  and  the  maintenance  of  County  owned  transport 
provided  for  them  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Division. 

Sale  Lymrn 

Cases  attended  551  247 

Total  visits  8,673  3,816 

VACCINATION  AND  DMJNISATION 

Under  this  heading  is  considered  the  provision  of  vaccination  against 
smallpox  and  inoculations  against  diphtheria,  v/hooping  cough,  and  tetanus  or 
lockjaw.  These  services  are  provided  free  of  charge,  either  through  the  patient’s 
own  doctor  or  at  clinics  held  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Despite  the  fact  that  smallpox,  thanks  to  vaccination,  is  almost  unknown 
in  this  country,  people  still  have  a  very  considerable  fear  of  it  and  most 
parents  see  that  their  children  are  protected  against  it  in  early  infancy. 
Diphtheria  has  been  virtually  stamped  out  as  a  result  of  the  inoculation 
programme  of  the  past  twelve  years  and  we  are  in  serious  danger  that  parents 
may  forget  how  serious  it  would  be  if  this  disease  ever  appeared  in  epidemic 
form  again.  It  is  most  essential  that  every  child  should  be  protected  during 
its  first  year  of  life  and  again  on  entering  school  if  we  are  to  ensure  that 
diphtheria  is  to  remain  a  rare  disease. 
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The  protection  against  whooping  cough,  while  not  so  absolute  as  that 
against  diphtheria,  does  ensure  a  considerable  increase  in  a  child’s  resistance 
to  the. disease,  and  should  be  given  when  the  infant  is  about  six  months  old, 
as  it  is  in  the  first  year  of  life  that  this  disease  is  most  dangerous. 

During  the  year  a  combined  vaccine  has  become  available  which  not  only 
protects  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  but  at  the  same  time  gives 
protection  against  tetanus  or  lockjaw.  This  disease  is  fortunately  extremely 
rare  but  when  it  does  occur  is  very  often  fatal.  Its  onset  usually  follows 
cuts  which  are  contaminated  with  soil  or  road  dirt,  and  are  often,  of  themselves 
apparently  fairly  trivial.  It  is  strongly  recommended  that  parents  should 
take  advantage  of  this  new  combined  vaccine  when  having  their  children 
inoculated  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  in  early  infancy. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  known  to  have  been 
immunised  at  the  clinics  and  by  private  practitioners  during  the  year,  but 
it  may  well  be  that  even  more  children  have  been  given  protection  although  no 
record  is  held  by  the  department. 


Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

Primary  j  Re- 

Vaccination  !  Vaccination 

Primary 

Immunisation 

Re- 

Immuni  s  at  i  on 

Pre-School 

children 

(a)  (b) 

172  274 

(a)  (b) 

2 

(a)  (b) 

287  248 

(a)  (b) 

2  5 

(a)  (b) 

246  218 

School 

children 

3  13 

3  9 

14  9 

133  HO 

10 

Adult  s 

32 

2  92 

-  - 

-  - 

- 

TOTALS 

175  319 

5  103 

301  257 

135  115 

ro 

& 

ro 

ro 

00 

Xa)  At  the  Clinic 

(b)  By  Private  Practitioners 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

During  the  year  discussion  took  place  between  members  of  the  County  Health 
Committee,  and  those  of  the  Divisional  Committee  and  of  the  Altrincham 
Divisional  Committee,  as  a  result  of  which  it  has  been  agreed  that 
amalgamation  of  the  ambulance  services  of  the  two  divisions  should  take  place 
when  a  new  joint  station  can  be  built.  In  the  meantime,  considerable 
co-operation  has  taken  place  between  the  two  Divisional  Services,  Altrincham 
ambulances  dealing  with  cases  in  Lymm,  and  Sale  &  Lyram  ambulances  dealing  with 
calls  in  Carrington  and  Partington. 

The  mileage  covered  by  the  Divisional  vehicles  has  risen  still  further 
during  the  past  year,  to  82,338  as  compared  with  76,92?  last  year  and  the 
total  mileage  in  the  transport  of  cases  arising  in  the  Division  rose  from 

81,235  to  85,035. 

Once  again  the  mileage  involved  in  transporting  Lymm  cases  has  fallen 
and  this  year  was  12,111  as  compared  with  14,139  last  year  and  16,192  in 
the  peak  year  of  1952. 
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Summary  of  Journeys 

Patients  Journeys  Mileage 


By  Divisional  Ambulance  Service 

13,191 

5,967 

82,338 

Less  Journeys  done  for  other  Authorities 

6  25 

551 

8,848 

12,566 

5,416 

73,490 

By  Altrincham  Divisional  Ambulance  Service 

248 

204 

4,519 

By  Warrington  Corporation  Ambulance  Service 

153 

157 

2,074 

By  Hospital  Cur  Service 

534 

255 

4,952 

Total  for  Divisional  Area. . . . . 

13.501 

6,032 

85.035 

(For  Altrincham  (mutual  aid)  * 

600 

529 

8,586 

(For  Stretford 

2 

2 

20 

(For  Manchester 

17 

17 

137 

(Por  other  Cheshire  Divisions 

6 

3 

105 

625 

551 

8,848 

Journeys  for  Lymm  cases  (included  in  total  for 

■  Divisional 

.  area 

above) 

By  Divisional  Ambulance  Service 

5 

5 

566 

By  Altrincham  Ambulance  Service 

248 

204 

4,519 

By  Warrington  Ambulance  Service 

153 

157 

2,074 

By  Hospital  Car  Service 

534 

255 

4,952 

940 

621 

12.111 

PREVENTION  OP  ILLNESS ,  CARS  AND  AFTER-CARE 

The  greatest  extension  of  the  services  provided  under  this  heading  consists 
of  the  provision  of  vaccination  of  children  approaching  school  leaving  age  with 
B.  C.  G.  vaccine  which  increases  the  resistance  to  tuberculosis.  This  scheme  came 
into  effect  in  the  autumn  school  term,  and  before  the  end  or  the  year  only  one 
school  had  been  dealt  with  so  that  all  the  administrative  and  clinical  problems 
could  be  studied  before  the  scheme  was  put  into  full  effect.  The  vaccine  for 
this  scheme  is  flown  over  from  Denmark  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  must  be  used  within  two  or  three  days  of  arrival.  Since  it  must 
be  ordered  at  least  a  month  in  advance,  all  arrangements  for  each  school  must 
be  completed  well  ahead  of  the  time  at  which  the  vaccination  is  to  be  carried 
out.  The  extra  administrative  and  clinical  work  necessary  to  carry  out  this 
scheme  has  involved  the  engagement  of  an  extra  clerical  assistant  in  the  office,  , 
and  rearrangement  of  other  duties. 

In  addition  to  this  scheme  the  arrangements  for  the  vaccination  of  contacts 
of  cases  of  tuberculosis  with  B.  C.  G,  vaccine  has  been  continued  32  having  received 
such  treatment. 

The  figures  for  the  ’’school  leavers”  scheme  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  were 


Consent  forms  sent  out 

-  77 

Consents 

Received 

-  70 

Jelly  Tests  applied 

-  61 

Negative 

-  53 

Positive 

-  8 

Mantoux  Tests  given 

-  53 

Negat ive 

-  48 

Positive 

-  5 

Number  vaccinated 

-  48 

Mantoux  conversion  tests 

given-  43 

All  were 

positive. 

In  addition  to  these  schemes  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis,  regular 
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visits  have  been  paid  to  the  families  of  tuberculous  patients  to  ensure  that 
precautions  against  the  spread  of  the  disease  were  being  carried  out. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  register  of  tuberculous  persons 
which  is  maintained  at  the  Divisional  office. 

MALES  FEMALES 


Sale 

Pulm.  Non 

-Pulm,  Pulm.  Non- Pulm. 

Total 

On  register  1st  January,  1954. 

104 

23 

74 

21 

222 

Added  to  register. 

19 

4 

14 

5 

42 

Removed  from  Register. 

23 

7 

24 

13 

67 

Remaining  on  Register  31st  December,  1954. 

100 

20 

64 

13 

197 

Admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  the  year. 

24 

1 

12 

2 

39 

-discharged  from  Sanatoria  during  the  year. 

15 

2 

8 

2 

27 

Lymn 

On  register  1st  January,  1954. 

16 

4 

12 

3 

35 

Added  to  Register. 

4 

- 

4 

- 

8 

Removed  from  Register. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Remaining  on  Register  31st  December,  1954. 

17 

4 

16 

3 

40 

Other  services  provided  under  this  heading  included  the 

provision  of  nursing 

requisites  such  as  bed  pans,  sputum  flasks. 

air  beds 

etc  for 

those 

confined 

to 

bed,  and  the  loan  of  wheel  chairs  to  enable 

crippled  persons 

to  get 

out  into 

the  fresh  air.  Convalescent  treatment  is  also  arranged,  and  occupational 
therapy  for  those  who  are  bedfast  or  housebound  by  reason  of  chronic  illness. 


DOMESTIC  KELPS 

The  domestic  help  service,  providing  assistance  particularly  when  the 
mother  is  ill,  or  during  confinements,  has  given  much  help  during  the  year.  Many 
of  these  cases  have  had  part  time  assistance,  and  this  is  especially  the  case 
with  elderly  people  who  cannot  quite  manage  all  their  housework  although  able 
to  look  after  themselves  in  large  measure. 

It  is  not  easy  to  get  suitable  persons  for  staffing  this  service,  and  from 
time  to  time  it  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  all  the  assistance  required, 
but  generally  speaking  all  urgent  requests  have  been  met. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Every  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  advise  mothers  of  young 
children,  expectant  mothers,  and  others  how  to  prevent  illness  and  promote 
good  health.  This  should  be  the  main  purpose  of  every  member  of  the  staff  of 
a  local  health  authority.  The  persona.1  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  others 
has  been  reinforced  by  visual  aids  such  as  posters  and  exhibition  materials, 
and  the  use  of  slides  as  illustrations  of  talks. 

Members  of  the  staff  have  also  attended  meetings  so  as  to  keep  up  to  date 
with  advances  in  methods  of  disseminating  Health  Education  among  the  public. 


-  9  - 


APPENDIX 


SUMMARY  OP  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

IN  THE  SALE  AND  LYMM  DIVISION 


Divisional  Health  Office 

Mothers'  Clinics  (Sale  Welfare  Centre) 
Ante-natal  clinic 

Dental  Treatment 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Sale  Chapel  Road  Centre 
Sale  Moor  Centre 
Sale  Raglan  Road  Centre- 
Lymm  Welfare  Centre 

Specialist  Clinics  (Sale  Welfare  Centre) 
Ophthalmic 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Sunlight 

Day  Nursery,  Harley  Road,  Sale 

Midwives 

Mrs  D.  Lindley 
Mrs  I.  E.  Thompson 
Miss  J.  Pike 

Health  Visitors 

Mi  s  s  H.  Wingfie Id 
Miss  B.  Cunliffe 
Mrs  E.  Heywood 
Mrs  W.  Holmes 
Miss  F,  Go van 

Home  Nurses 

Mrs  W,  F.  Haad 
Miss  L.  Powell 
Miss  B,  Kitchen 
Miss  C.  Cahill 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Clinics 
Sale  Welfare  Centre 

Ambulance  Station 

31/33,  Chapel  Road,  Sale 

Care  and  After-Care  -  Nursing  requisites 

Health  Office. 


Town  Hall,  Sale.  (SALE  2255) 

Each  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Sale  'Welfare  Centre  -  By  appointment. 

Each  Tuesday  &  Thursday  afternoon. 

Each  Thursday  afternoon. 

Each  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoon. 
Each  Tuesday  afternoon. 

By  appointment 
1st  Tuesday  morning. 

By  appointment. 

Mc.tr on  -  Mrs  E.  Howitt  (SALE  1+627) 

47,  Alderley  Road,  Sale,  (SALE  4383) 

6,  Lansdowne  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  1140) 
21,  The  Crescent,  Lymm.  (LYMM  725) 


Welfare  Centre, 

70,  Chapel  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  1329) 

29,  Eagle  Brow,  Lymm  (LYMM  277) 

-  107,  Royton  Avenue,  Sale.  (SALE  6135) 

22,  Georges  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  7033) 

13,  Harcourt  Road,  Sale.  (SALE  5764) 

26,  Highfield  Road,  Lymm.  (LYMM  116) 

-  Each  Friday  morning. 

Supervisor  -  ■Mr.  J.  B.  Kirkby.  (SALE  4215) 
on  application  to  the  Divisional 


Domestic  Help 


On  application  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 
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